
The Dog Stars
by Peter Heller (Random House)
With utterly unique, unforgettable prose, Heller writes
a story of both the timelessness of human love and the
potential for people to turn on each other with the
intent of complete destruction. Main character Hig and
his dog find themselves alone after a biological catas-
trophe takes 99% of the human race, including his wife
and his family. After nine years of solitude, he takes to
the road with the goal of finding a reason to keep
going. I read this book through in an afternoon. Heller
has gained a career-following fan. — Janis

Don’t miss Heller’s appearance on August 14th
in Poulsbo for Kitsap Reads! See page 12.

Salvage the Bones
by Jesmyn Ward (Bloomsbury)
Few novels hold the power and urgency of this 2011
National Book Award Winner. Esch Batiste, the nar-
rator and heroine of the story, is fifteen, pregnant,
and motherless in a family of boys, a poor rural fami-
ly living on the edge as they prepare for Hurricane
Katrina. Each chapter represents a day, twelve in
total, describing the family’s struggles, fears, and pas-
sions in a raw, intimate portrayal of loyalty, heartache,
and survival. This is also the story of one young
woman’s journey to embracing courage and
power. Ward’s writing is lyrical, haunting, and
beautifully savage. — Kristy

Jasmine Nights
by Julia Gregson (Touchstone)
Gregson’s third novel delivers the same gritty
narrative that highlights her previous works,
East of the Sun and Band of Angels. Beautiful
Saba Tarcan, daughter of a Turkish merchant
marine and an English mother, is a talented
singer who performs before the troops in North
Africa during World War II. She meets and falls
in love with a handsome RAF pilot, and her
high profile connections and multi-lingual abili-
ties lead to her recruitment by the British Secret
Service. Gregson’s novels—great adventures
from the opulent past, wondrous journeys of

women from history—are well-researched, with gutsy
protagonists. One can almost sense the flavors of the
exotic marketplace or the smell of the desert in the
evening as she describes them. — Julie

When Women Were Birds:
Fifty-four Variations on Voice
by Terry Tempest Williams
(Sarah Crichton Books)
When Williams’ mother died, she left her daughter
her collection of journals. When the author was final-
ly ready to open the door to her mother’s memories,
she found only blank pages… What came next was
Williams’ lyrical memoir, each brief chapter an
exquisitely composed meditation, breathing meaning
and possibility into the empty pages of her mother’s
journals. This is a breathtaking and unforgettable tes-
tament and tribute to the most beautiful words never
written. — Kristy. While reading this powerful mem-
oir, I found myself wanting to underline a sentence or
two on almost every page. The mystery of her moth-
er’s blank journals takes Williams’ narrative down
many different paths, which I enjoyed every step of
the way. — Kathie
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Once Upon a
Two by Four
by Ann Combs
(Endicott & Hugh)
First published
in 1979, this
book is a
delight and a
fountainhead
of chuckles.
EHBC book-
seller Combs

wrote it to capture the time in
1970-71 when she and her hus-
band, with six growing children,
bought a house on Bainbridge
and remodeled it themselves.
With hyperbolic wit and self-
effacing wisdom, Combs plays
out the remodel as a stage for
family comedy and drama, at the
same time giving a vivid portrait
of Bainbridge in bygone days—
though much has remained the
same. From the colorful cast of
local characters to the dramatis
personae of a family bursting at
the seams; from the hanging of
heat ducts to the spackling of
walls; follow the journey of Ann
and her family, and relish this
book that’s as Bainbridge as
blackberry pie. — John. Don’t
miss Ann’s appearance at the store
Sunday, August 5th at 3pm! See
page 12.
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Staff Picks for Kids!

Manhunt: The 12-day Chase
for Lincoln’s Killer
by James L. Swanson (Harper Perennial)

The story of Abraham Lincoln’s assassination and
the search for John Wilkes Booth is familiar even to
elementary school students. However, the details
related in this book give a fascinating immediacy to
the event. Swanson takes the account from Lincoln’s

second inaugural to the assassination itself. He describes Booth’s
escape, his torturous flight and eventually to his being cornered and
shot in a burning barn. Swanson’s research is meticulous and the
account is made ever more real with the recent discovery of a report
written by Dr. Charles Leale, who happened to be at the theater when
Lincoln was shot and who stayed with him through the night. This is a
riveting read, captivating ‘til the end. — Ann

Milk & Cookies: 89 Heirloom
Recipes from New York’s Milk
& Cookies Bakery
by Tina Casaceli (Chronicle)

This cookbook uses a slightly different approach
to preparing cookies, updating classic recipes with
new ingredient combinations. The process may be
a bit more laborious, but the results are worth it;

the cookies turn out soft, light, and flavorful. I recommend this book to
any baker interested in improving her cookie baking skills. As a bonus,
the photos are beautiful! — Ellyn

Moloka’i by Alan Brennert (St. Martin’s)

This heart-breaking novel is storytelling at its best!
It follows Rachel, a young Hawai’ian girl whose
dreams are broken the day she is taken from her
family and sent to Kalaupapa, the quarantined set-
tlement for lepers on the island of Moloka’i. Rich
in history and characters, this very special story will
stay with you forever. — Kathie

Lost Dogs: Michael Vick’s
Dogs and Their Tale of Rescue
& Redemption
by Jim Gorant (Gotham)
This is the page-turning account of the dogs rescued
from NFL player Michael Vick’s infamous dog fight-
ing ring. It is a love story about a group of selfless
and compassionate individuals who saw the poten-

tial and beauty in each of these traumatized dogs. It is a story of success
even in the wake of brutal abuse. And it is a testament of loyalty, for-
giveness, and redemption, for canines and humans alike. This is a must-
read for dog lovers, especially pit bull advocates. — Kristy

Gone Girl by Gillian Flynn (Crown)

What a page turner! When Amy Dunne disappears
without a trace on her fifth wedding anniversary, her
husband Nick becomes the prime suspect. This
seemingly typical story, told in alternating chapters
by husband and wife, is anything but typical. In a
series of breakneck twists and turns, the real truth
about Nick’s and Amy’s marriage is revealed against
a backdrop of media frenzy. It’s a new twist on an

old question, “How well does anyone really know his/her spouse?” This
is an ingeniously plotted thriller that grips you from beginning to end.
— Recommended by Susan, leader of our Mystery Book Group and the
Eagle Harbor Readers Circle

Ed King by David Guterson
(Vintage)
A rollicking modern-day version of the
classic tragedy Oedipus Rex, this is a
wickedly funny story. It has the cynicism
of Tom Wolfe mixed with the absurdity of
Carl Hiassen. The novel begins with a
slow and dangerous seduction, then picks
up speed as each new character is intro-
duced, fearlessly taking on contemporary

societal themes as it builds to a thrill-ride climax. The writing
is superb and the story is fantastic. — Jane

The Keeper of Lost Causes:
A Department Q Novel
by Jussi Adler-Olsen (Plume Books)
In the first of Adler-Olsen’s wildly popu-
lar thriller/mysteries to be translated into
English, Detective Carl Morck and his
assistant Assad tackle the cold case of the
disappearance of a Health Minister from
a ferry en route to Germany. Lovers of
Stieg Larsson will devour the adventures

of Morck and Assad and be eager to see more of Adler-
Olsen’s books translated. — Recommended by Susan, leader of
our Mystery Book Group and the Eagle Harbor Readers Circle

Midnight Rising: John Brown
and the Raid That Sparked
the Civil War by Tony Horwitz
(Picador)
In this masterful and engaging account,
Horwitz pulls away the cloak of myth sur-
rounding John Brown and his 1859 raid on
Harpers Ferry, bringing forward the
human aspects of Brown’s many roles

including those of husband, father, charismatic abolitionist
leader, and martyr. The raid and Brown’s vision are placed
fully in the context of the Civil War and, more importantly, of
a legacy that endures to this day. I found this to be an inspiring
and highly enjoyable read. Avail. 8/7 — John

Bed by David Whitehouse (Scribner)
Bed: where 40-50% of our lives unfold… unless you are Mal
Ede, disenchanted with life. He takes to his bed on his 25th
birthday, never again to rise. Mal’s body grows to garish pro-
portions, perhaps in line with the atrocities apparent in his per-

sonal relationships. Bed scores on many
levels: kudos to Whitehouse for compas-
sion, good storytelling, character develop-
ment, and magnification of society and
humanity. I anxiously await a second work
from this author. Avail. 8/7 — Janis

A Trick of the Light:
A Chief Inspector Gamache
Novel by Louise Penny (Minotaur)
A seventh murder in the charming
Canadian village of Three Pines!?! Mais
oui! What better place for murder than
among old friends? And a seventh oppor-
tunity for Penny to deliver another reliably
clever, character-driven, Chief Inspector
Gamache mystery. Penny and Gamache
never disappoint! — Ranae

The Sun’s Heartbeat: And
Other Stories from the Life
of the Star That Powers
Our Planet by Bob Berman
(Back Bay Books)
Astronomy has always been a passion
of mine, but I don’t think I’ve come
across a book that does a better job of
conveying the wonder it inspires. The
subject may seem almost mundane to
some, but Berman deftly demon-
strates the sun’s (literal and figura-
tive) centrality to our existence and
the mystery and awe that often sur-
round it. A fascinating, accessible
book. — Tim

A Wild Surge of Guilty
Passion by Ron Hansen (Scribner)

1925, Ruth Snyder and Judd Gray began
a torrid extramarital affair which culmi-
nated in the clumsy murder of Ruth’s
husband and the most sensational
tabloid trial of The Roaring Twenties. Journalist Damon
Runyon coined the crime the Dumb-bell Murder “because it
was so dumb!” Hansen’s fictional rendition of the actual
Snyder/Gray liaison and trial is engrossing, darkly entertain-
ing, and impeccably crafted. — Ranae

Meet Me at the Moon
by Gianna Marino (Viking)
From the plains of Africa comes an
enchanting, touching, and beautifully
illustrated tale. You will treasure reading
this story to your little ones at night. I
loved it! Ages 2-6 — Kathie

The Hueys in the New Sweater
by Oliver Jeffers (Philomel)
This story has such a wonderful message
for young children. Author/illustrator
Jeffers (Stuck, Up and Down) comes
through again with a fresh new series that
you will love sharing with your kids. Ages
2-5 — Kathie

The Young Birder’s Guide to
the Birds of North America
by Bill Thompson, III (Houghton Mifflin)
I have many field guides but I think I have
to add this one to my shelf. Written to
appeal to kids, it is full of fascinating infor-
mation, and each of the 300 listings has a
WOW fact. I hope this book encourages
lots of kids to discover the fun of watching,
identifying, and appreciating birds. Ages 8
& up. — Alison

Staff Picks for Kids!
continued on page 11

Staff Picks New in Paperback!

Saturday Story Time runs through
August 25th at 10:30! For 3-6 year-olds



















EHBC Book Groups
Looking for an open book group? Newcomers & drop-ins welcome!

All groups meet year-round at the bookstore Tuesdays at 7 pm

Eagle Harbor Reader’s Circle
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 pm

Tuesday, August 7th, 7 pm
1984 by George Orwell
1984 has come and gone, but George Orwell’s prophetic, night-
mare vision in 1949 of the world we were becoming is timelier than
ever. 1984 is still the great modern classic “negative Utopia”—a
startling original and haunting novel that creates an imaginary
world that is completely convincing from the first sentence to the
last four words.

Tuesday, September 4th, 7 pm
Swamplandia! by Karen Russell
Thirteen-year-old Ava Bigtree and a gator-wrestling theme park
in the Florida Everglades draw us into a bravely imagined debut
on the shimmering edge of reality. “Dazzlingly original. . . . Like
(Florida) itself, Swamplandia! is a crossroads where the wild and
the tame, the spectacular and the mundane meet; underneath the
hubbub of the fantastic lies a family of misfits at sea in their
grief—theirs is a story that is as ordinary as it is heartbreaking.”
— Boston Globe

Tuesday, October 2nd, 7 pm
The Immortal Life of Henrietta Lacks
by Rebecca Skloot
“In this gripping, vibrant book, Rebecca Skloot looks beyond the
scientific marvels to explore the ethical issues behind a discovery
that may have saved your life.” — Mother Jones “I could not put

the book down… The story of modern medicine and bioethics—and, indeed,
race relations—is refracted beautifully, and movingly.” — Entertainment Weekly

Eagle Harbor Mystery Book Group
Meets on fourth Tuesdays of every month at 7 pm

Tuesday, August 28th, 7 pm
Once Were Cops by Ken Bruen
Michael O’Shea is a member of Ireland’s police force, known as
The Guards. He’s also a sociopath who walks a knife edge
between sanity and all-out mayhem. Irish author and finalist for
the Edgar and Anthony Awards, Bruen melds the street poetry of
Brooklyn and Dublin into a fast-paced, incomparable hard-
boiled novel. “[Shea] is all about in-your-face provocation. So is
Bruen in this stand-alone thriller... an example of first-rate nou-
velle cuisine a la noir.” — Library Journal

Tuesday, September 25th, 7 pm
The Alpine Vengeance: An Emma Lord Mystery
by Mary Daheim
Editor/publisher Emma Lord is in Alpine, Washington, revisiting

an old crime to solve some new ones, including maple tree poaching and the
shooting of an old friend, an eccentric and reclusive artist. “Mary Daheim writes
with wit, wisdom, and a big heart. I love her books.” — Carolyn Hart

Eagle Harbor Speculative Fiction Reading Group
Meets the first Tuesday of every month at 7 pm

Tuesday, August 7th, 7 pm
The Peace War by Vernor Vinge
The novel that garnered Vinge his first Best Novel Hugo Finalist
nomination blends hard SF concepts and tight plotting, telling a
now-classic story of the Few triumphing over the Many.
“Combines the tautness of a political thriller with strong charac-
terizations. A suspenseful story.” — Library Journal

Staff Picks for
Kids!

continued from page 2

Seraphina
by Rachel
Hartman
(Random House)
Imagine a world
where humans and
dragons live in an
uneasy peace, a
world where drag-
ons can transform

into human shape and act as ambassa-
dors to keep the peace, but dragons
and humans never truly understand or
trust each other. In this world lives
Seraphina, a gifted musician who must
keep her own secrets safe or her life
will be in danger. With a complex and
intriguing setting, strong and well-
rounded characters, and a fast-paced
plot, this is a fantasy like no other. Ages
12 & up. — Alison

The Book
of Blood
and Shadow
by Robin
Wasserman
(Knopf)
If you are looking
for an intriguing,

fast-paced suspense novel, this is it.
When Chris, Nora Kane’s best friend, is
murdered, and Nora’s boyfriend
becomes the apparent suspect, Nora
travels to Prague, where her own mys-
tery is connected with the 16th century
letters of Elizabeth, a young woman
involved in the creation of an ancient
device claiming to allow direct commu-
nication with God. Full of history on
secret societies in Prague and on mod-
ern day Europe, this novel will delight
fans of Dan Brown. Ages 13-17 ~ Ellyn

Cold Case
by Julia Platt
Leonard (Aladdin)
When thirteen-year-
old Oz Keiller finds
a dead body in his
family’s restaurant’s
freezer, he frantical-
ly tries to solve the
murder and clear

the name of his brother, the prime sus-
pect. While searching for clues, Oz dis-
covers information about his dead
father and the nuclear conspiracy that
caused his murder thirteen years
before. This is an exciting murder mys-
tery for middle readers and teens. Ages
8-12 — Ellyn

September 6th, Thursday, 7:30 pm
KATHLEEN FLENNIKEN
Plume: Poems
We are honored to host Kathleen
Flenniken, Poet Laureate of Washington
and president of Floating Bridge Press, a
publisher of poets from Washington
State. Flenniken presents her new collec-
tion, a personal and historical examina-

tion of the nuclear legacy of the Hanford Nuclear
Reservation. Having grown up near Hanford during the
Cold War and worked there herself as a civil engineer,
Flenniken has an insider’s acute vision. “The beautifully
wrought poems in Plume are as well-tuned morally as they
are musically… an enormously important and moving
work of art.” — Sharon Bryan, author of Sharp Stars

September 26th,
Wednesday, 5-7 pm
In-Store Book Fair to
Benefit The Island School
Shop locally and do good

tonight! We will donate 20% of all sales this evening to The
Island School of Bainbridge Island. Through a joyful, aca-
demically excellent, culturally rich, respectful, hands-on
educational experience, The Island School offers kinder-
garten through fifth grade children opportunities for learn-
ing as they prepare to become effective world citizens.

September 27th,
Thursday, 7:30 pm
Publisher Preview Night
featuring
KATIE MEHAN &
DAVID GLENN
from Random House

A world of great new reads awaits book group members
and book hounds of every ilk as Random House represen-
tatives Katie Mehan and David Glenn present their
favorite books, including Fall releases and hot picks new in
paperback. Katie and David will have ARCs—Advance
Reader Copies—to give away, and we will round out the
festivities with food and drink.

Coming October 20-27th!
Eagle Harbor Books
& Earthbound Expeditions Present
Americans in Paris: A Feast for the Senses
in the City of Lights
Mark your calendars and plan to join Janis Segress of
Eagle Harbor Books and Suzanne Droppert of Liberty
Bay Books for a journey back in time to literary Paris.
Enjoy dining in cozy Parisian bistros, taste delicious
cheeses and meats from the markets where famous writers
and artists shopped, and enjoy the skyline that’s virtually
unchanged since the “Lost Generation” wrote so brilliant-
ly about loss and love in the most beautiful city on earth.
For more info, visit earthboundexpeditions.com.

Late Summer and Early Fall Events
at EHBC

Continued from Page 12



August 3rd, Friday, 6 pm
St Paul de Vence
Sweet song will echo from our
rafters and old wood floors this
evening! In conjunction with the
Bainbridge Island Arts Walk, Island
musicians Benjamin Doerr, Justin
Froese and fellow band mates play

music from the eponymous full-length debut album of
their group, St. Paul de Vence. Performed with rich har-
monies and dynamic arrangements, the songs tell the story
of Doerr’s grandfather’s odyssey through Europe before
and during World War II, and of his eventual immigration
to America. Please note the special day and time of this event!

August 5th, Sunday, 3 pm
ANN COMBS
Once Upon a Two by Four
For long-time Bainbridge resi-
dents and newcomers seeking
insights on “old Bainbridge,” we
are elated to host our very own
Ann Combs, here to unveil the

reprint of her Bainbridge classic, Helter Shelter, now bear-
ing the titleOnce Upon a Two by Four. Originally published
in 1979, Ann’s book gives a delightfully comic account of
what happens after she and her husband and their six chil-
dren move into a large dilapidated house with “promise”
and a small price tag. Hilarity of a distinctly Bainbridge
nature ensues when they set about making renovations,
drawing on their only prior experience in construction:
building a toy chest from an instruction kit. See John’s
review on the front page!

August 9th, Thursday, 7:30 pm
JOHN MARZLUFF &
TONY ANGELL
Gifts of the Crow: How
Perception, Emotion, and
Thought Allow Smart Birds to
Behave Like Humans
Have we got an evening for fans of
those crafty corvids! Help us welcome

back University of Washington wildlife expert John
Marzluff, who previously appeared on behalf of the cele-
brated In the Company of Ravens and Crows, another book
he co-created with award-winning artist and illustrator
Tony Angell, who joins him tonight. “A great read, serious
and at times hilarious, this book… explores the many com-
plex similarities between crows’ mental traits and our
own.” — Bernd Heinrich, author of Mind of the Raven

August 12th, Sunday, 3 pm
FRANCESCA BORING
Connecting to Our Ancestral
Past: Healing Through Family
Constellations, Ceremony,
and Ritual: A Native American
Perspective
Bicultural author, international facilita-
tor and trainer, and enrolled member

of the Shoshone Nation, Francesca Boring introduces her
new book, a pragmatic, spiritual journey that introduces
rituals and conversations in connection with

Constellations work, a process that explores one’s history
and powerful events of the past in order to resolve prob-
lems of the present. Boring presents this therapeutic
method in the context of cultures like the Shoshone that
have seen the world through a prism of interrelationships
for millennia.

August 14th, Tuesday, 7:30 pm
West Sound Reads presents
PETER HELLER
at the Poulsbo Public Library
The Dog Stars
Award-winning adventure writer and
longtime contributor to NPR, Denver
author Peter Heller joins us to discuss
his debut novel featuring a pilot lost in

a world gutted by a flu pandemic. Dog Stars has already
received much praise, drawing comparisons to the work of
Hemingway and James Dickey. “For all those who thought
Cormac McCarthy’s The Road the last word on the post-
apocalyptic world—think again. Peter Heller has dark and
glittering news from the future, and delivers it in prose
that stops you like a wolf in the snow. Make time and space
for this savage, tender, brilliant book.” — Glen Duncan,
author of Talulla Rising. Please note the special date, time
and venue of this event: 700 NE Lincoln Rd. Poulsbo! See
Janis’s review on page one!

August 16th, Thursday, 7:30 pm
LEORA BLOOM
Washington Food Artisans:
Farm Stories and Chef Recipes
Seattle locavore, freelance writer and
pastry chef Leora Bloom gives a pres-
entation on behalf of an eye-catching
volume celebrating locally produced
foods and the dedicated farmers who
bring them to us. Bloom profiles 17

producers of fruit, wine, cheese, tomatoes, lavender, and
honey, as well as meat, fish, and grains. Her book also
includes 50 recipes — goat cheesecake with pears and
honey, anyone? — procured from Washington’s most
renowned chefs and restaurants. We hope to be joined by
Steve Phillips, proprietor of Port Madison Goat & Dairy
Farm, which is featured in Bloom’s book.

August 19th, Sunday, 3 pm
RICK BASS
The Black Rhinos of Namibia:
Searching for Survivors in the
African Desert
Acclaimed nature writer and perennial
EHBC favorite Rick Bass presents a
change of pace from his meditations on
natural life in the American West by
taking us on a journey into the Namib

Desert to follow a group of poachers-turned-conservation-
ists as they track the endangered black rhinos through
their ancient and harsh African homeland. With his char-
acteristic insight and grace, Bass explores the big ques-
tions: the origin of life, the endangered rhino’s miraculous
adaptation to the desert, and what humanity can learn
from the magnificent animal.

August 23rd, Thursday, 7:30 pm
MARIA SEMPLE
Where’d You Go, Bernadette?
Seattle author Maria Semple unveils
her brilliantly inventive novel — having
Seattle as its base and Microsoft as a
key “character” — about a notorious
and outspoken mom who one day dis-
appears, leaving her teen daughter to
find her. Fifteen-year-old Bee’s efforts

to turn up her mother unfold like a screw-ball comedy,
producing both laughter and tears. “The characters in
Where’d You Go, Bernadettemay be in real emotional pain,
but Semple has the wit and perspective and imagination to
make their story hilarious. I tore through this book with
heedless pleasure.” —Jonathan Franzen, author of The
Corrections

August 29th, Wednesday, 7 pm
Book Launch:
JONATHAN EVISON
The Revised Fundamentals
of Caregiving
Join us for a grand hometown launch as
best-selling Bainbridge author
Jonathan Evison uncorks his big-
hearted and inspired third novel, which

maps the dynamics between a newly trained caregiver and
his patient, a tyrannical nineteen-year-old who is in the
advanced stages of Duchenne muscular dystrophy. “Sly
and surprising, The Revised Fundamentals of Caregiving is
both a goofy road trip and a mission of atonement.
Jonathan Evison has the singular ability to make the heart-
breaking seem jaunty.” — Stewart O’Nan, author of The
Odds: A Love Story. Please note the special date and time of
this event! You may reserve two seats with an advance pur-
chase of this book.

August 30th, Thursday, 7:30 pm
IVAN DOIG
The Bartender’s Tale
Beloved Seattle author and literary
icon of the first order, Ivan Doig pres-
ents his newest novel. The Bartender’s
Tale returns us to the rural Montana
made enduring by Doig’s masterful fic-
tion. Main character Tom Harry has a
bar called The Medicine Lodge in the

town of Gros Ventre. Tom also has a son named Rusty, an
“accident between the sheets” whose mother deserted
them both years ago. The pair manage just fine until the
summer of 1960, when Rusty turns twelve. Change arrives
with gale force in the person of Proxy, a taxi dancer Tom
knew back when, and her beatnik daughter, Francine.
Doig wonderfully captures how the world becomes bigger
and the past becomes more complex in the last moments
of childhood. You may reserve two seats with an advance pur-
chase of this book.

—— Events continued on Page 11 ——
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